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JUNE 2017 

TRAP THE DEVIL 

Ben Coes 

 

USA Today Bestseller 

A group of some of the most powerful people in the government, the military, and the 

private sector, has begun a brutal plan to quietly take over the reins of the U.S. 

government. They’ve begun to remove the people who stand in their way―and replace 

them with their own sympathizers and puppets. They’ve already taken out the Speaker of 

the House, whose death was made to look like an accidental drowning, and the president 

and vice president are next. Once they have their own people in place, they plan to start a 
bloody, brutal war on an unimaginable scale. 

On restricted duty while he recovers from injuries incurred on a previous mission, Dewey 

Andreas is sent to Paris by CIA Director Hector Calibrisi. The Secretary of State is going 

there for secret talks, and Dewey is to be an extra layer of security above the State 

Department team. But what should be an easy mission couldn’t go more wrong. The 

cabal has sent in a hit man to take out the Secretary of State and lay the blame for this 
murder at the feet of Dewey himself. 

With the Secretary of State dead, shot by Dewey’s weapon, Dewey is on the run and out 

in the cold, desperately trying to unravel the plot before the conspirators succeed in 

killing millions of innocents. 
. 

Praise for TRAP THE DEVIL and Ben Coes: 

“In the exciting seventh Dewey Andreas thriller (after 2016’s First Strike), bestseller Coes pumps new energy into a familiar 

plot…Coes creates a believable hero in Dewey, who’s almost superhuman but never a cartoon.”  ―Publishers Weekly 

  

“An intriguing interlacing of narratives emerges as past and present enemies come together against Dewey and his 

team." ―Kirkus Reviews 

 

“The pages fly, and the surprises are numerous. Coes is one of those few authors who knows how to turn the world of black 

ops into compelling, realistic fiction, and he’s getting better and better.” – Booklist (starred review) 

 

 “Ben Coes has created a hero who ranks with the protagonists in a Vince Flynn or Brad Thor thriller.” ―Associated Press 

 

“Terrific! A gripping story, compelling characters, a relentless pace, and nerve-wracking suspense.” ―Vince Flynn  

 

“High concept meets high octane…Envision Clancy, Forsyth, and le Carre all writing in their prime…then kick in the 

booster…Coes blows the competition away.” ―Brad Thor 

 

 

Ben Coes is the New York Times bestselling author of 

international espionage thrillers, including Eye for an 

Eye and Independence Day. Before writing his first 

novel, Power Down, he worked at the White House under 

two presidents and was a Fellow at the John F. Kennedy 

School of Government. He lives with his wife and four 

children in Wellesley, Massachusetts and is currently 

working on the next Dewey Andreas book as well as the 

beginning of a new series. 

St. Martin’s Press 
400 pages 

Chalberg & Sussman 
Book available 

 
Rights sold: UK (digital)/Canelo  
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THE DARLING SONGBIRDS         APRIL 2016 

THE SONGBIRD’S CALL         AUGUST 2016 

THE SONGBIRD SISTERS         APRIL 2017 

Rachael Herron 

 

 

                                        
 

A witty rural romantic comedy series from the internationally bestselling author of the Cypress Hollow series  

 

When the world famous country singing group, The Darling Songbirds, split up acrimoniously, sisters Adele, Molly, and Lana 

went their separate ways. Now, finally back together after more than a decade apart, the Darling sisters are back in harmony 

and finding love. 

 

In The Darling Songbirds, Adele Darling has returned Darling Bay, the sleepy gold-rush town her great-grandfather had given 

his name to, the town she’d left for good a long time ago. The saloon her uncle left to her is in ruin, the business broke, 

customers scarce. Add to the mix Nate Houston – the handsome, guitar-playing bartender who always believed he would be 

the next owner – and Adele has one potent cocktail on her hands. Can a rundown saloon finally offer Adele a way into love?  

 

In Songbird’s Call, middle sister Molly returns home and is immediately drawn to the neglected café where she worked as a 

teenager. Could she dare to bring it back to life? As lead singer, Molly had always been the voice of the band. But caught 

between controlling big sister Adele and demanding baby sister Lana, she never felt heard. If she's going to reopen the café, 

she'll do it on her own terms, no more being bossed. So the last person she should fall for is the handsome Sheriff Colin 

McMurty - the man whose job it is to tell people exactly what to do.  

 

Adele and Molly have finally reconciled, but Lana has remained stubbornly estranged…until now. In Songbird Sisters, Lana 

heads home to Darling Bay after giving up the music industry for good, having written hit songs for others but never making it 

as a solo artist. But now she has hunky country music star Taft Hill hot on her heels and he’s not prepared to let her call it 

quits- especially when he needs new songs for his album. Both Lana and Taft have a history – and both have secrets to hide. 

Will Lara choose her career? Or Taft? Or the long-awaited chance to get back in harmony with her songbird sisters? 

 

 

Rachael Herron is the bestselling author of the Cypress 

Hollow series of romantic fiction and three novels, The 

Ones Who Matter Most, Splinters of Light and Pack Up 

The Moon, as well as the memoir A Life In Stitches. She 

received her MFA in writing from Mills College and 

teaches writing workshops at UC Berkeley and Stanford 

University. Herron is a New Zealand citizen as well as 

American. 

DARLING SONGBIRDS series 
Random House Australia 

324 pages 
Books available 

Einstein Literary Management 

 
Rights sold: ANZ/Random House  
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FALL 2018 

THE DEBUTANTE 

Kerri Maher 
 

 London, 1938 

 

Eighteen year old Kathleen “Kick” Kennedy is the effervescent It-Girl of the 

debutante season, the sought-after daughter of American Ambassador Joseph P. 

Kennedy and sister of future US President John F. Kennedy. Like her older brother 

Jack, who also wins smiles and friends wherever he goes, there’s something special 

about Kick even among the talented Kennedy brood.   

 

But Kick wants more than popularity—she wants to be her own person, to shape an 

identity separate from that of her famous family.  In England, a country she adores 

from the start, Kick begins to see that this transformation might be possible.  

Then she meets handsome and reticent Billy Hartington, the future Duke of 

Devonshire.  Kick and Billy hit it off right away, but powerful forces keep them 

apart: Kick’s parents would never accept a Protestant, and Billy’s ancestors are 

notably anti-Catholic.  Kick’s nascent desire to be her own person takes shape in 

her vision of a life with Billy, but when World War II hits, she is forced to decide 

where her true loyalties lie: with love or with family. 

 

 

 

Kerri Maher holds an MFA in Fiction from Columbia 

University where she was also a grad student instructor in 

the Undergraduate Writing Program, and later as a 

professor at Fairleigh Dickinson University.  She is the 

author of the memoir THIS IS NOT A WRITING 

MANUAL: NOTES FOR THE YOUNG WRITER IN 

THE REAL WORLD (Writer’s Digest Books, 2013) 

about her writing life starting in middle school, which 

School Library Journal deemed a “must-read” for aspiring 

young writers and Publisher’s Weekly deemed "Candid, 

honest advice and reflection from a writer who's been 

there.” She is the founder of YARN, the Young Adult 

Review Network, an award-winning journal of YA 

literature. This is her first novel and the first book of a 

two-book deal. 

Berkley 
300 pages 

Innisfree Literary  
Manuscript available  

 
UK rights: Berkley 

Translation: Hodgman Literary 
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MAY 2018 

 

THE WOODEN KING 

Thomas McConnell 
 

 

Czechoslovakia, 1939: Snow is falling over the city when the Nazis invade. Before 

the ice on the roads has a chance to melt, everything has changed for the country—

and for Viktor Trn.  

 

It isn’t obvious at first. The day-to-day realities of occupation take time to sink in. After 

losing his job as a history professor, Trn remains optimistic, preserving what little he can 

of his family’s dwindling freedom. In his family’s small apartment, the radio brings 

worsening news as Europe surrenders to Germany. Friends are arrested, men are hanged 

in the local school. Trn must protect his young son, but understands leaving their 

homeland could prove too dangerous.  

 

In the spirit of Kristin Hannah's The Nightingale and Anthony Doerr's All the Light We 

Cannot See, The Wooden King explores denial, desire, and family drama against the 

lyrically rendered backdrop of World War II, deftly navigating “the simple difference 

between what we do and what we ought to do” in the face of rising totalitarianism. 

 

Early Praise: 

"The Wooden King is a profound and timely meditation on one man caught between allegiance to his family and to his country. 

Thomas McConnell vividly renders the dark ironies of history, but readers will encounter compassion, decency, and courage 

also. What an excellent debut."--Ron Rash, author of The Risen  

 

“At one point in this strikingly original and beautifully told novel of Czechoslovakia during the Second World War, the hero, 

Viktor Trn, an unassuming professor, is told, “It is necessary that you teach history.” And that is precisely what Thomas 

McConnell, author of The Wooden King, has done in this moving, fast-paced tale of a man caught in in the world’s most tragic 

cataclysm. Read it and, like the history it lays bare, you won’t forget it." —Peter Golden, author of Wherever There Is Light 

 

“A powerful and important book.” – Joseph Kertes, author of The Afterlife 

 

"It is a beautiful burden to read this master writer's tale. The Wooden King is for the best of readers, for the historians, and for 

those who need to change the future." —Emoke B'Racz, owner of Malaprop's Bookstore, Asheville, NC 

 

 

 Thomas McConnell is the author of a collection 

of stories, A Picture Book of Hell and Other Landscapes. 

Educated at the University of the South in Sewanee, 

Tennessee and at the University of Georgia, he 

is professor of English at the University of South 

Carolina Upstate in Spartanburg, South Carolina. 

A Fulbright Scholar in the Czech Republic for 

2005-2006, he taught American literature and 

creative writing at Masaryk University. 

Hub City Press 
328 pages 

Manuscript available 
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JUNE 2017 

THE MOMENT OF TRUTH 

Damian McNicholl 
 

 

Inspired by true events, The Moment of Truth finds an art student facing 

down life, death, love, and glory in the bullfighting rings of 1950s Mexico. 
 

Texan art student Kathleen Boyd has been dreaming about becoming a matador 

since her beloved father took her to the bullfighting ring when she was just a child. 

Now a young woman, her disapproving fiancé and her practical-minded mother see 

her dream only as a foolish flight of fancy. Nevertheless, Kathleen relocates to 

Mexico and finds herself under the instruction of Fermin, a retired matador who is 

intent on asserting his dominance in their partnership.  
 

While Kathleen struggles to perform alongside the unwelcoming men of Mexico’s 

bullfighting scene, she is befriended by Julio, known as El Cabrito - The Kid. 

Much to Fermin’s displeasure, not only does Julio show Kathleen techniques that 

defy his strict instruction, but a forbidden romance quickly ignites between them. 

 

As time passes, Kathleen’s confidence in her ability increases - though so too do 

her suspicions of Fermin’s intentions. Will she always be a vehicle for another 

person’s success?  Or will she finally face her own moment of truth and seize the 

success that she has worked toward for so long, in a world that has always 

belonged to men? 
Praise: 

“Life, death, love and bullfighting converge in McNicholl’s shatteringly original novel…So vivid, you can feel the heat prickling 

on the back of your neck, and so smartly written, it makes you rethink how we all really find our own truth and success.” – 

Caroline Leavitt, author of and the New York Times bestsellers Pictures of You and Is This Tomorrow 

 

“McNicholl’s moving novel, rich in emotion and written with style and precision (the bullfighting scenes have the crisp clarity of 

Hemingway), strikes a fine balance between love story and historical adventure. Though he sets the book in another place and 

time and evokes both vividly, McNicholl uses the sensibilities of his heroine to give the story a very modern-seeming 

immediacy.” – Booklist  

 

“McNicholl’s stunning novel unflinchingly tracks the journey of following one’s dream and all the triumphs and setbacks that are 

a part of making that dream a reality….By turns exhilarating and heartbreaking, The Moment of Truth is a story that goes in 

unexpected directions and is as memorable as it is unfailingly honest.” – Sarah-Jane Stratford, bestselling author of Radio Girls 

 

“Through spare and touching prose, Damian McNicholl draws us into an arena inspired by history and transformed by 

imagination into a startlingly relevant story that will spark recognition for anyone whose passion and ambition has been 

challenged at every turn.” – Affinity Konar, author of Mischling, a New York Times Notable Book 

 

"The Moment of Truth is the best book I've read on bullfighting in a long time. Damian McNicholl tells this story with 

consummate ease and compelling imagery." – John Hemingway, writer, journalist, and bullfighting aficionado 

 

 

Damian McNicholl was born and raised in Northern Ireland, obtained 

a law degree from Cardiff University and worked as an attorney in 

New York City. His first novel, A Son Called Gabriel was published 

by CDS Books in 2004, which was later absorbed by Perseus. 

Critically acclaimed, awards and recognition include an ABA 

Booksense Pick, a Foreword Magazine Book of the Year Finalist and a 

Lambda Literary Awards finalist in the debut novel category.  

Holl 

Pegasus 
352 pages 

Innisfree Literary  
Book available 

UK rights: Pegasus 

Translation: Hodgman Literary  
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JUNE 2017 

ASH FALLS 

Warren Read 
 

 

A routine prisoner transfer on a rural highway ends with the bus upside-down in a 

ravine, the driver dead of a heart attack, and convicted murderer Ernie Luntz on the 

loose, his eyes fixed on the mountain range in the distance, over which lies his 

hometown of Ash Falls. 
 
Set in a moss-draped, Pacific Northwest mountain town, Ash Falls is the story of a 

closely connected community both held together and torn apart by one man’s single 

act of horrific violence. As the residents of Ash Falls—which include Ernie’s ex-

wife and teenage son—wait on edge, wondering if and when Ernie Luntz will 

reappear, they come to discover that they are held prisoner not by the killer in the 

woods outside their town, but by the chains of their own creation. 
A tension-filled, multi-character exploration of collapsed relationships, carefully 

guarded secrets and the psychological strain of living in a place that is at once both 

idyllic and crippling, Ash Falls is a picturesque and haunting novel that belongs 

beside the work of such classic contemporary American writers as Kent Haruf, Leif 

Enger, Smith Henderson and Ron Carlson. 
 

Praise: 

“…a well-crafted, subtle psychological thriller.”—Publishers Weekly 

  

“A moody, haunting foray into rural Americana in the mold of Daniel Woodrell and Christian Kiefer.”—Kirkus 

 

“In this fine first novel…Read deftly portrays the competing feelings of suffocation and loneliness that can breed in small 

towns.”—Booklist 

 

“Ash Falls is a dynamite debut: keenly observed, well-paced, and dripping with atmosphere.” – Jonathan Evison, best-selling 

author of The Revised Fundamentals of Caregiving and West of Here 

 

“Bringing to life an astonishing range of characters who are intricately connected with each other, Warren Read’s Ash 

Falls vividly depicts an out-of-the-way place and a peculiarly American way of life.  These pages are memorable and intensely 

compelling.” – David Huddle, author of The Faulkes Chronicle and My Immaculate Assassin 

  

“Ash Falls is a rare, multi-faceted treasure: at once a gripping narrative of tragedy and its aftermath and a psychologically rich 

portrait of small-town life…the novel is above all a nuanced exploration of isolation and the solace of intimacy…This is a book 

to read, read again, and pass on to all your literature-loving friends.” – Scott Nadelson, author of Between You and Me and 

Aftermath 

 

“Ash Falls is one of those compelling novels that works into your awareness in layers until, almost without knowing it, you 

find yourself involved with a whole community of intersecting lives. This is sophisticated storytelling, quiet and unpredictable 

and gorgeous.” – Kent Meyers, author of New York Times bestsellers The Work of Wolves and Twisted Tree 

 

 Warren Read is the author of a 2008 memoir, The 

Lyncher in Me (Borealis Books), about his discovery that 

his great-grandfather had incited a lynching in 1920. His 

fiction has been published in Hot Metal Bridge, Mud 

Season Review, Sliver of Stone, Inklette, Switchback and 

The Drowning Gull. In addition, he has had two short 

plays directed and produced by Tony winner Dinah 

Manoff. Warren earned his MFA from the Rainier 

Writing Workshop at Pacific Lutheran University. 

Ig Publishing 
296 pages 

Book available 
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FEBRUARY 2018 

THE GLASS FOREST 

Cynthia Swanson 
 

 

From the New York Times bestselling author of The Bookseller comes a gripping 

literary suspense novel set in the 1960s about a deeply troubled family and three 

women who will reveal its dark truths. 

 

In the autumn of 1960, Angie Glass is living an idyllic life in her Wisconsin hometown. 

At twenty-one, she’s married to charming, handsome Paul, and has just given birth to a 

baby boy. But one phone call changes her life forever. 

 

When Paul’s niece, Ruby, reports that her father, Henry, has committed suicide, and that 

her mother, Silja, is missing, Angie and Paul drop everything and fly to the small upstate 

town outside of New York City to be by Ruby’s side. 

 

Angie thinks they’re coming to the rescue of Paul’s grief-stricken young niece, but Ruby 

is a composed and enigmatic seventeen-year-old who resists Angie’s attempts to nurture 

her. As Angie learns more about the complicated Glass family, staying in Henry and 

Silja’s eerie and ultra-modern house on the edge of the woods, she begins to question the 

very fabric of her own marriage. 

 

Through Silja’s flashbacks, Angie’s discovery of astonishing truths, and Ruby’s strategic 

dissection of her parents’ state of affairs, a story of love, secrets, and ultimate betrayal is 

revealed. 

 

Praise for THE BOOKSELLER: 

“Cynthia Swanson’s novel will make you think about the paths you could have taken—but even more so, what you can learn 

from them to make your reality richer.” - Redbook Magazine 

 

“The novel delivers on its fantasy scenario like a modern-day fairy tale…. proves highly satisfying.” - USA Today 

 

“This is a stunner of a debut novel, astonishingly tight and fast paced. The 1960s tone is elegant and even, and 

Kitty/Katharyn’s journey is intriguing…. This will especially resonate with fans of the movie Sliding Doors and the authors 

Anna Quindlen and Anita Shreve.” - Library Journal (starred review) 

 

 

 

Cynthia Swanson is a writer and a mid-century modern designer. 

She has published short fiction in 13th Moon, Kalliope, and 

Sojourner, among other periodicals. Her story in 13th Moon was 

a Pushcart Prize nominee. She lives in Denver, Colorado, with 

her husband and three children and is the author of The 

Bookseller which was recently optioned for film by Julia Roberts. 

 

Touchstone 
256 pages 

Einstein Literary Management 
Manuscript available 

 
Rights sold: German/Diana Verlag; Polish/Wydawnictwo Kobiece 

UK rights: Touchstone 

 

Rights to THE BOOKSELLER: UKANZ/Two Roads; Arabic/ASP; Bulgarian/ERA Media; Chinese (simplified)/BWHT; 

Chinese (complex)/Crown; Czech/Dobrovsky; French/Mosaic; German/Diana Verlag; Hebrew/Ahavot; Hungarian/Gabo 

Kiado; Italian/Garzanti; Polish/Wydawnictwo Kobiece; Portuguese (Portugal)/Bertrand; Russian/AST; Turkish/Marti 

Yayinlari 

 



Hodgman Literary - 9 

 

 

 

 

MAY 2018 

 

BEAUTIFUL MUSIC 

Michael Zadoorian 
 

 Set in early 1970s Detroit, a racially divided city still reeling from its violent riot of 1967, 

BEAUTIFUL MUSIC is the story of one young man’s transformation through music.  

Danny Yzemski is a husky, pop radio-loving loner, balancing a dysfunctional home life 

with the sudden harsh realities of freshman year at a high school market by racial 

turbulence. 

 

But after tragedy strikes the family, Danny’s mother becomes increasingly erratic and 

angry about the seismic cultural shifts unfolding around the world. As she soldiers on with 

the help of Librium, highballs, and breakfast cereal, Danny soon discovers rock music 

and, in particular, the drum and guitar-heavy songs of Michigan legends like the MC5 and 

Iggy Pop, finding reason to carry on.  

 

In the vein of Nick Hornby and Tobias Wolff – yet with a style very much Zadoorian’s 

own – BEAUTIFUL MUSIC is a touching story about the power of music and its ability 

to save one’s soul. 

  
Praise for THE LEISURE SEEKER: 

“The Leisure Seeker is pretty much like life itself: joyous, painful, moving, tragic, mysterious, and not to be missed.”  -

Booklist, starred review 

 

“Zadoorian’s pace is deceptive, it’s restful. But unexpected scenes jump out at you. Come to the end and you’ll say ‘Oh my 

God.’” - Elmore Leonard 

 

“an authentic and funny love story.” - Publishers Weekly 

 

 

Michael Zadoorian is the author of the critically-praised 

The Leisure Seeker, now being made into a film starring 

Donald Sutherland and Helen Mirren (Sony Pictures), 

Second Hand, and the short story collection, The Lost 

Tiki Palaces of Detroit. He is a recipient of the Kresge 

Artist Fellowship in the Literary Arts, the Columbia 

University Anahid Literary Award, the Michigan 

Notable Book award and the Great Lakes Colleges 

Association New Writers Award. His work has 

appeared in The Literary Review, Beloit Fiction 

Journal, American Short Fiction, Witness, Great Lakes 

Review, North American Review. 

Akashic Books 
340 pages 

Jud Laghi Agency 
Manuscript available: October 2017 

 
Rights sold: Italian/Marcos Y Marcos 

UK rights: Akashic Books 

 

Rights sold to THE LEISURE SEEKER: UK, Australian/HarperCollins; Czech/HarperCollins; Danish, Finnish, 

Norwegian, Swedish/Harper Nordic; Dutch/ HarperCollins; French/Fleuve Noir; German/ HarperCollins; Hebrew/Dani 

Books; Italian/Marcos y Marcos; Hungarian/Mira; Japanese/Tokyo Sogensha; Korean/Sigongsa; Polish/ HarperCollins; 

Portuguese; HarperCollins; Spanish/ HarperCollins 
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Fall 2018 

 

NOT OUR KIND 

Kitty Zeldis 
 

  

1947, New York City.  Eleanor Moskowitz and Patricia Bellamy collide quite by chance, 

in a taxi accident--but it seems fated.  Eleanor, a teacher, needs a new job. Patricia's 

daughter Margaux, recovering from polio, needs a private tutor.   

 

Eleanor and Patricia, who come from different worlds, are drawn to each other as 

kindred spirits. When the Bellamys bring Eleanor to their summer home in Connecticut, 

in a restricted community, it seems easy enough for Eleanor to shorten her last name to 

Moss and try to fit into their social circle. And it seems to work, as Eleanor strengthens 

her bond with Margaux and begins a romance with Patricia's bohemian brother, Tom. 

Then a heinous crime exposes the limits of assimilation. 

 

With echoes of both Gentleman's Agreement and The Rules of Civility, NOT OUR KIND 

asks what friendship means--and how far it goes--in a world that disdains outsiders.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 About th 
Kitty Zeldis, a native New Yorker, lives in Brooklyn. NOT 

OUR KIND is her first novel. 

HarperCollins 
300 pages 

Einstein Literary Management 

Manuscript available: November 2017 
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AUGUST 2017 

SLEEPER 

Mackenzie Cadenhead 
 

 

Sarah’s dreams are everyone else’s nightmares in this thriller that perfectly 

combines Inception and Heathers 
 

As if surviving high school wasn't hard enough, Sarah Reyes suffers from REM Sleep 

Behavior Disorder, a parasomnia that causes her to physically act out her dreams. When 

she almost snaps her friend's neck at a sleepover, Sarah and her nocturnal habits are 

thrust into the spotlight and she becomes a social pariah, complete with public 

humiliation.  

 

When an experimental drug comes onto the market that promises nighttime normalcy, 

Sarah agrees to participate in the trial. At first, she seems to be cured. Then the side 

effects kick in. Why does a guy from her nightmare show up at school? Are the eerily 

similar dreams she's sharing with her classmates' coincidence or of her making? Is she 

losing her mind or does this drug offer way more than sleep? 

 

 

Praise: 
"Both savvy and vulnerable, Sarah draws readers in with her dry wit as she laments her fall from social grace. Well-placed 

social media and pop-culture references further anchor them in Sarah's increasingly surreal world. The paranormal elements 

of the story are suspenseful and surprising." - Kirkus 

 

"Thrilling. Sleeper is entirely enthralling, with twists and layers that race through to the end." - Foreword Reviews 

 

"The dream scenes are vivid, fast paced, and exhilarating, filled with monsters, both human and otherwise... romance buffs 

who like their love complicated, a little ugly, and very sexy may appreciate Sarah and Wes' powerful if flawed connection." 

 - Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 

 

 

 

MacKenzie Cadenhead is the author of the middle grade novel 

Sally’s Bones (Sourcebooks Jabberwocky) which received rave 

reviews from both Kirkus and Booklist, comparing her work to 

Neil Gaiman and Tim Burton.  Formerly an editor for Marvel 

Comics, MacKenzie developed award-winning young adult 

graphic novels such as Runaways, an ALA Top Ten Best Books 

for Young Adults. She currently writes picture books for various 

Nickelodeon franchises. She has a BA in English from 

Haverford College, an MFA in Dramaturg y from Brooklyn 

College, and studied child development and literature at the 

Bank Street College of Education. 
 

SourceBooks 
Young Adult 

272 pages 

Chalberg & Sussman 
Books available 

 
Rights sold: Czech/Dobrovsky; Russian/AST; Spanish/Penguin Random House 
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FEBRUARY 2017 

THE LAST OF AUGUST 

Brittany Cavallaro 
 

 

New York Times YA Hardcover Bestseller! 

 
In this second brilliant, action-packed book in the Charlotte Holmes trilogy, Jamie 

Watson and Charlotte Holmes are in a chase across Europe to untangle a web of 

shocking truths about the Holmes and Moriarty families.  
 
Jamie and Charlotte are looking for a winter break reprieve in Sussex after a fall 

semester that almost got them killed. But nothing about their time off is proving simple, 

including Holmes and Watson’s growing feelings for each other. When Charlotte’s 

beloved Uncle Leander goes missing from the Holmes estate—after being oddly private 

about his latest assignment in a German art forgery ring—the game is afoot once again, 

and Charlotte in single-mindedly obsessed. 
 
So begins a dangerous race through the gritty underground scene in Berlin and glittering 

art houses in Prague, where Holmes and Watson discover that this complicated case 

might change everything they know about their families, themselves, and each other. 
 

Praise: 
"Beautiful prose, thrilling action, a touch of romance, and two complicated heroes to root for make this a not-to-be-missed 

sequel. Readers will be craving the final book in the trilogy." - Booklist (starred review) 

 

“This series is entirely un-put-downable. “ - Voya 

 

"This delightful sequel introduces a mystery on a grander scale with much higher stakes while staying true to the flavor of an 

original Sir Arthur Conan Doyle story. There are new characters, a kidnapping, poison, art fraud, narrow escapes, danger, 

drama, and a final twist with a heap of delicious, complex sleuthing that will keep readers guessing until the end.." - School 

Library Journal 

 

Praise for A STUDY IN CHARLOTTE (Book 1): 

“A thrilling twist on a classic. Readers will be pulled in by both the riveting mystery and Charlotte Holmes, a brilliant heroine 

with secrets of her own.” - Maureen Johnson, New York Times bestselling author of the Shades of London series 

 

“Cavallaro’s crackling dialogue, well-drawn characters, and complicated relationships make this feel like a seamless and 

sharp renewal of Doyle’s series. An explosive mystery featuring a dynamic duo.” - Kirkus Reviews (starred review)  

 

 

Brittany Cavallaro is a poet, fiction writer, and old-school 

Sherlockian. She is the author of the poetry collection Girl-King 

and is the recipient of a National Endowment for the Arts 

fellowship. She earned her BA in literature from Middlebury 

College and her MFA in poetry from the University of 

Wisconsin–Madison. Currently, she’s a PhD candidate in 

English literature at the University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee 

and is at work on the third book in the series, THE CASE FOR 

JAMIE (March 2018). 

 

Katherine Tegen Books 
Young Adult 

336 pages 

Chalberg & Sussman 
Book available 

Rights sold: French/Pocket Jeunesse; German/DTV; Japanese/Take Shobo; Portuguese (Brazil)/Rocco; Turkish/Ithaki 

Yayinlari 

 

Rights sold to A STUDY IN CHARLOTTE: Chinese (complex)/Faces; Chinese (simplified)/Trustbridge; French/Pocket 

Jeunesse; Georgian/Palitra L Publishing; German/DTV; Japanese/Take Shobo; Portuguese (Brazil)/Rocco; Turkish/Ithaki 

Yayinlari 
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A RIDDLE IN RUBY          SEPTEMBER 2015 

THE CHANGER’S KEY          SEPTEMBER 2016 

THE GREAT UNRAVEL         NOVEMBER 2017 

Kent Davis 

 

 

                               
  

A middle-grade fantasy-adventure series for fans of Jonathan Stroud, Septimus Heap, and The Very Nearly 

Honorable League of Pirates   

 

In a world where alchemy—that peculiar mix of magic and science—has fueled the industrial revolution, Ruby Teach is a 

thief-in-training and a keeper of secrets—ones she doesn't even know herself. She been learning how to swindle and steal and 

pick the most complex locks for as long as she can remember. But a collision with aristocratic young Lord Athen sends her 

spinning into chaos. Little did she know that her whole life has been spent in hiding from nefarious secret societies and the 

Royal Navy…who are both now on her trail. In the second volume, Ruby has become the enemy’s prisoner. Ruby’s blood 

holds a secret, one that could turn the tides of the looming war for whomever unlocks it first. Her motley crew of friends must 

race against time to locate the hidden fortress where she’s being held. But the one person who could help them is Ruby’s 

mysterious and powerful mother, and no one has seen her since Ruby’s birth.  In the gripping final book in the Riddle in Ruby 

trilogy, Ruby and her friends must save their city from an evil scientist with nefarious plans. 

 

Praise for the series: 
“A combustive delight. Fans of Snicket-ian gloom will revel in the thrill. …Dastardly, heroic, and powerful roles are played 

by both sexes, but this tale is well-populated by members of the not-so-weaker sex who are ready to throw a punch. …Piracy, 

pyrotechnics, prison—prodigious.” - Kirkus Reviews (starred review)  

 

“This is a fast paced, story-driven novel…Ruby is a complex character rocked back and forth with her differing emotions. 

...The novel ends on a cliffhanger ensuring fans will return for the final book of Ruby’s journey.” - School Library Journal 

 

"Spunky and savvy…The world-building is fascinating, the characters entertaining, and a sequel is assured by a cliffhanger. Good 

fun! " - School Library Journal (starred review) on A Riddle In Ruby 

  

“A staggeringly inventive thrill-ride of a book, filled with clever characters, delightful humor and ingenious plot twists.”  

– Stuart Gibbs, author of the New York Times-bestselling Spy School saga 

 

 

Kent Davis has spent his professional life making stories. 

As an actor, playwright, and game designer, he has fifty-

odd theater productions and six tabletop gaming books 

under his belt.  He holds a B.A. in Dramatic Literature 

from Penn and an MFA in Acting from UC, San Diego. 

He lives with his wife in Montana. 

A RIDDLE IN RUBY series 
Greenwillow/HarperCollins 

Middle-grade 
400 pages 

Books available 
Einstein Literary Management 

 
Rights sold: Greek/Fantastikos 
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OCTOBER 2017 

BERSERKER 

Emmy Laybourne 
 

 

A Norse teen and her family are forced to flee to the American West to escape the 

effects of an ancestral Viking curse in this jaw-dropping historical paranormal 

romance from the author of Monument 14.  

 
Are Hanne's powers a gift from the old Norse gods, or a curse?  
 
Her brother Stieg swears their powers are a gift from the old gods, but Hanne Hemstad 

knows she is truly cursed. It's not Stieg’s fault that their father is dead, their mother has 

left, and their brother Knut has been accused of a crime he didn’t commit.  
 
No, the fault lies with Hanne and her inability to control her murderous “gift”—she is a 

Berserker. When someone she loves is threatened, she flies into a killing state. The 

siblings must leave Norway for the American frontier or risk being brought to justice.  
 
Aided by a young cowboy who agrees to be their guide, Hanne and her siblings use their 

powers to survive the perilous trail, where blizzards, wild animals, and vicious bounty 

hunters await. 
 
Will they be able to reach their uncle, the one man Hanne believes may be able to teach 

her how to control her drive to kill? 
 

Early Praise: 
“Rich in detail and compulsively readable.” – Publishers Weekly 

 

"Emmy Labourne deftly melds Viking lore with the American West and creates something wholly new, a journey filled with 

heart-pounding suspense and surprising tenderness. Loved!"--Danielle Paige New York Times-bestselling author the Dorothy 

Must Die series 

 

"Berserker combines the magic of Norse mythology with the thrill of the American West with staggering results. Startlingly 

original, unputdownable, and electrifying." --Kass Morgan, author of New York Times bestseller The 100 

 

"A completely winning, romantic, and heart-wrenching historical fantasy. Your pulse will race from page one of this rich, 

rugged adventure of a book."―Alyson Noel, New York Times-bestselling author of The Immortals series 

 

"Berserker embraces the beautiful brutality of both Viking lore and Frontier tales, and it does so without resorting to tired 

tropes or toxic masculinity. This is a brilliantly unexpected fusion of cowboys and old gods―intense and gritty and yet 

surprisingly tender―but the real strength of Emmy Laybourne's writing is that, for all their superhuman abilities, her 

characters are so very human."-- William Ritter, author of the New York Times-bestselling Jackaby series 

 

 

Emmy Laybourne is the author of  Sweet and the Monument 

14 series which The New York Times called “frighteningly 

real” and which has sold over 250,000 copies worldwide and 

is currently being made into a film by Strange Weather Films. 

She is currently working on the next book in the series. 

Feiwel & Friends 
Young Adult 

288 pages 

Einstein Literary Management 
Galley available 

 
Rights sold to MONUMENT 14 series: UKANZ/Hodder; Czech/Baronet; French/Hachette Jeunesse; German/Heyne 

Fleigt; Italian/Newton Compton; Polish/Rebis; Russian/AST; Spanish/Hidra; Thai/Words Wonder; Turkish/Pegasus 
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SPRING 2018 

THE LEGEND OF CAVALL 

Audrey Mackaman 
 

  
With a blend of history and myth with original adventure, author Audrey 

Mackaman gracefully introduces young readers to the exciting and magical world 

of Camelot from the point of view of this eager and dedicated young dog.  
 
As the youngest, largest, clumsiest puppy in the kennel, Cavall isn’t the dog anyone 

would have expected King Arthur to choose.  Now that he’s the king’s personal hunting 

hound, he’s promised the wizard Merlin to protect his new person — a promise that’s 

going to trickier than he anticipated.  Evil and mysterious forces are afoot in 

Camelot.  Why is the king sleeping so badly?  Are the nightmares he’s seeing really 

real?  Is it possible that Arthur’s son Mordred might be conspiring with his mother, the 

evil witch Morgana?  With the Queen and Knights baffled, Cavall may be the only one 

capable of keeping Camelot safe and rescuing King Arthur.  But he’ll need the help of 

fellow dogs, knights, and magical creatures if he wants to thwart Mordred and 

Morgana’s plans. 
  
 

 
 

 

 

Audrey Mackaman is a copyeditor and graphic designer 

with a BA in English literature and creative writing from 

Beloit College. She has helped numerous aspiring and 

veteran authors publish their works, either through 

literary agents or self-publishing avenues.  This is her 

first middle grade story and was inspired by a passage 

in Le Morte d’Arthur where Cavall is mentioned as King 

Arthur’s “favorite dog.” She is currently working on 

Book Two: The Quest for the Holy Growl. 
 

Harper Children’s 
Middle grade 

288 pages 

LKG Agency  
Manuscript available 

 

 

UK rights: Harper Children’s 

Translation: Hodgman Literary  
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JUNE 2018 

THE FRAME UP 

Wendy McLeon MacKnight 
 

  

There are few rules at the Beaverbrook Gallery but those rules must be obeyed: 
1) Mandatory attendance at monthly meetings.   
2) No speaking to the Gallery Director yourself. Any comments, questions, or complaints 

must go through Max.   
3) Remain in your paintings during the hours of operation. 
And, most importantly — 
4) Do not, under any circumstances, let visitors know you are alive. 
 
Every painting and portrait you’ve ever viewed is hiding a secret: When you’re looking 

at them, they’re looking back.  It’s a secret that almost-13-year-old artist, Sargent Singer 

discovers one summer.  Having come to all the way to the small town of Fredricton, 

Canada, from New York City to spend time with the father he hasn’t really seen since his 

parents’ divorce, the last thing Sargent expects is to catch the portrait of a lovely girl 

sticking out her tongue at some obnoxious young boys. 
 
Mona Dunn was born in 1902 and died in 1928, but her 1915 portrait by William Orpen 

preserves her 13-year-old self for all time. Literally. And now Mona is responsible for 

breaking the biggest rule at the Gallery. 
 
So begins Sargent and Mona’s relationship. Sargent spends his days at the Beaverbrook’s 

art classes and his evenings trying to find time to talk to Mona and find out everything 

about living behind the frames. Mona just wants to learn about the outside world — to 

hear about movies and the internet and everything there is to know about Sargent. The 

two become fast friends and help each other make sense of their constrained 

circumstances. 
 
When the Beaverbrook becomes a target for art theft, Mona and Sargent, along with the 

other art students and painted residents of the Gallery, must foil the robbers before Mona 

ends up hanging on a wall, all alone in some chalet in Switzerland, without the friends 

and family she loves.  
 
Mona and Sargent know there isn’t a happy ending for them. For she is a never-changing 

girl behind the canvas and he’s a boy who will go away and grow up.  So they will just 

have to remember the summer where everything changed.. 
 

 

 

Wendy McLeod MacKnight is the former deputy minister 

of the Department of Education and Early Childhood 

Education in New Brunswick, Canada and is the author of 

It’s a Mystery, Pig Face (Sky Pony Press). 

Greenwillow 
Middle-grade 

288 pages 

LKG Agency  
Manuscript available October 2017 
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OCTOBER 2017 

LIKE WATER 

Rebecca Podos 
 

 

Like Water is an unforgettable story of two girls navigating the unknowable waters 

of identity, millennial anxiety, and first love, from the acclaimed author of The 

Mystery of Hollow Places. 

 

In Savannah Espinoza’s small New Mexico hometown, kids either flee after graduation, 

or they’re trapped there forever. Vanni never planned to get stuck—but that was before 

her father was diagnosed with Huntington’s disease, leaving her and her mother to care 

for him. Now, she doesn’t have much of a plan at all: living at home, working as a 

performing mermaid at a second-rate water park, distracting herself with one boy after 

another. 
  
That changes the day she meets Leigh.  
 
Disillusioned with small-town life and looking for something greater, Leigh is not a 

“nice girl.” She is unlike anyone Vanni has met, and a friend when Vanni desperately 

needs one. Soon enough, Leigh is much more than a friend. But caring about another 

person stirs up the moat Vanni has carefully constructed around herself, and threatens to 

bring to the surface the questions she’s held under for so long. 
  
With her signature stunning writing, Rebecca Podos has crafted a story of first love, and 

of the complex ways in which the deepest parts of us are hidden, even from ourselves. 
 

Praise: 

"Written with humor and genuine emotion, LIKE WATER is a resonant coming-of-age story that offers a compelling look at 

first love, personal identity, and the struggle to overcome self-imposed boundaries."--Caleb Roehrig 

 

"Like her debut novel, THE MYSTERY OF HOLLOW PLACES, Rebecca Podos continues to stun - crafting another tender, 

deeply-moving and gorgeously written story…. It is brutal and raw and gut-wrenching... Podos infuses Savannah and a 

memorable cast with strength, wit, and faith. Without a doubt, one of the most moving novels I've ever read. A must read!!"--

Karen Fortunati 

 

“Well-handled are Leigh’s genderqueer identity and Vanni’s bisexuality…A worthwhile addition to collections of 

contemporary romance with depth.” – Kirkus Reviews 

 

 

Rebecca Podos is a graduate of the writing, literature, and 

publishing program at Emerson College, where she won 

the MFA award for best thesis. Her fiction has been 

published in Glimmer Train, Glyph, Paper Darts, Bellows 

American Review, and SmokeLong Quarterly. She is the 

author of The Mystery of Hollow Places which was just 

nominated for an Agatha Award and is working on 

her next novel. 

Balzer + Bray 
Young-Adult 

304 pages 

Chalberg & Sussman  
Galley available  
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JANUARY 2017 

 

THE SELF-TAUGHT PROGRAMMER: The Definitive Guide To Programming Professionally 

Cory Althoff 

 

 

 
Cory Althoff is a self-taught programmer. After a year of self-study, he learned to 

program well enough to land a job as a software engineer II at eBay. Once he got there, 

he realized he was severely under-prepared.  Overwhelmed by the amount of things he 

needed to know but hadn't learned yet, he learned to program, and his experience at his 

first job as a software engineer was the inspiration for this book.  

 

This book is not just about learning to program; although you will learn to code. If you 

want to program professionally, it is not enough to learn to code; that is why, in 

addition to helping you learn to program, Althoff also covers the rest of the things you 

need to know to program professionally that classes and books don't teach you.  THE 

SELF-TAUGHT PROGRAMMER is a roadmap, a guide to take you from writing your 

first Python program, to passing your first technical interview. In the book you will: 

 

* Learn to program in Python 3 and build your first program  

* Learn Object-oriented programming and create a powerful Python program to get you 

hooked 

* Learn to use tools like Git, Bash, regular expressions and databases, and then use 

your new coding skills to build a web scraper 

* Study Computer Science fundamentals including computer architecture, data 

structures, algorithms and network programming  

* Learn to program for production: the software development process, testing, and best 

coding practices 

* Finish with tips for working with a team and landing a programming job 

 

You CAN learn to program professionally. The path is there. Will you take it? 

 

Praise: 

"I always keep a few copies of The Self-Taught Programmer around to give to anyone that comes to me for career advice."  

   –  Robin Abrams, Board Member, HCL Technologies, FactSet Research, Lattice Semiconductor and Sierra Wireless 

 

"I am incredibly impressed with this book." –  JoAnn Buchanan, Senior Research Associate, Allen Institute for Brain Science 

 

"Learning to program is increasingly important in finance. Althoff's book taught me the skills I need to stay competitive."  

   –  Derek Schaefer, Senior Finance Manager, Charles Schwab 

 

"The Self-Taught Programmer was a pleasure to read--something I never thought I would say about a technical book." 

     – Melinda Sacks, former writer and Editor, San Jose Mercury News 

 

 

Cory Althoff is a self-taught programmer and writer. He 

has worked as a software engineer at eBay, as well as 

several startups in Silicon Valley, despite majoring in 

Political Science at Clemson University. When taking a 

break from programming, you can find him reading and 

traveling. He lives in Portland, Oregon. 

Self-published 
300 pages 

Book available 

 
Rights sold: Chinese (simplified)/Post & Telecommunications Press; Japanese/Nikkei Business Publications; 

Korean/Hanbit; Polish/Helion; Russian/Eksmo 
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APRIL 2017 

CRAZY IS MY SUPERPOWER:  

How I Triumphed By Breaking Bones, Breaking Hearts, and Breaking The Rules 

AJ Brooks 
 

 

New York Times Hardcover Bestseller! 

 

From beloved WWE diva and three-time champion  - and Twitter powerhouse 

with over 4.6 million followers - AJ Brooks, an inspirational memoir about how 

her greatest weaknesses became the very means for her success, in the ring and in 

life. 
  
Recently retired WWE superstar AJ Brooks is a powerhouse – strong, sassy, quirky, 

and totally confident. But that wasn't always the case.  Once upon a time, she was a 

quiet girl growing up in poverty, enduring familial abuse, and trying to act "normal" 

when she felt anything but.  She was afraid of her powerful and erratic emotions, and 

that everyone would find out how crazy she really was.  When she dropped out of 

school and began to pursue a career in the WWE, Brooks came to discover that a little 

"crazy" was exactly what she needed to succeed. Despite constant protestations that the 

formula for success as a female wrestler was being busty and brainless, Brooks created 

her own character that was a genuine representation of herself: nerdy, enthusiastic, and 

a bit of psycho. 
  
Focused on her journey to self-acceptance, and infused with plenty of humor and heart, 

this book will appeal to Brooks' loyal fans and lovers of the WWE, anyone affected by 

mental disorder, and members of nerd culture who are looking for a place where they 

belong. 
Praise: 

"This book is for every young woman who couldn't find a seat at the lunch table. AJ Mendez Brooks writes about loneliness, 

mental illness and finding her place in the world with genuine vulnerability and perhaps more importantly, genuine strength."  

– Amy Koppelman, author of A Mouthful of Air, Hesitation Wounds and I Smile Back 

  

" A.J. Mendez Brooks is a stunningly gifted writer. Crazy Is My Superpower is at once breathtakingly honest, hilariously 

funny , self-deprecating and incredibly inspiring. I absolutely loved every page of this book.” – Julie Klam, New York 

Times bestselling author of Friendkeeping and You Had Me at Woof  

  

“This woman is 5’2” of raw talent, heroic honesty, and gut-busting humor. AJ’s story left me both breathless and feeling like 

I should be jumping up and down shouting, “Yes, yes, oh my god, f**k yes!!!!!” – Deborah Copaken, New York 

Times bestselling author of Shutterbabe and The Red Book 

 

“[Brooks] successfully uses her own life story to show how a perceived weakness can be an unstoppable strength.”  

    —Library Journal 

 

 

AJ Brooks is a New Jersey native and is a former professional 

wrestler with the WWE better known under her former ring name, AJ 

Lee. Known for her "Geek Goddess" persona and controversial 

outspoken nature,  she was a three-time WWE Divas Champion, Raw 

General Manager, three-time Slammy Winning Diva of the Year, and 

the longest reigning Divas Champion of all time. Brooks now works 

with Girls Make Games, a program encouraging young women to 

pursue science and tech-based careers. She lives in Chicago with her 

husband, Phil 'CM Punk' Brooks.  

Crown Archetype 
304 pages 

Leshne Agency 
Book available 
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BOTANICAL LINE DRAWING: 200 Step-By-Step Flowers, Leaves, Cacti,       FALL 2018 

Succulents, and Other Items Found In Nature (Volume 1 and 2) 

THE ULTIMATE BRUSH LETTERING GUIDE         FALL 2018 

THE BIG BOOK OF NATURE DRAWING          SPRING 2019 

Peggy Dean 

 

                       
 

Haven’t heard of brush lettering? Don’t worry, you will.  

 

In the same way adult coloring books took the publishing world by storm, brush lettering and line drawing is the next big 

thing in the search for mindfulness and creativity. It is an easy art form featuring illustrative, doodle-like designs and is 

used widely among artists of many types with both fine and bold lines, creating different variations.  

 

Peggy Dean’s books are for anyone who wants to create beautiful things, find peace of mind, or simply have fun 

drawing.  In BOTANICAL LINE DRAWINGS, Dean walks through drawing very simple doodles, into more elaborate, 

delicate illustrations, and is easy to follow for all skill levels. 

 

Unlike other lettering and drawing of its kind, brush lettering and line drawing actually embrace the imperfections, that's 

where the beauty lies. And best of all? Anyone can do it, so the audience is limitless, but is no doubt for those who 

appreciate coloring, calligraphy, crafting, and mindfulness, from the beginning art student to the recreational 
 

 Peggy Dean admittedly can’t draw, yet her self-published 

books have sold a combined 40,000 copies since their 

launches in January and May of this year. During that 

time, she’s built a following of over 108k Instagram 

followers, appeared on the Today Show, and most recently 

been solicited by Brit+Co to teach a floral drawing class. 

Her philosophy is, “If I can do this,you can, too.” But 

more than that, Peggy believes in the power of art to 

heal. Through her Skillshare classes, she has taught over 

40,000 students, ranking her as one of the most in-demand 

instructors on the site. Peggy lives in Portland, Oregon 

with her wife, their two dogs, and many, many plants. You 

can find her on Instagram at @thepigeonletters and on her 

websitewww.thepigeonletters.com. 

 

Ten Speed Press 
216 illustrated pages 

Empire Literary  
Botanical Line Drawings: Self-

published Books available 

Big Book of Nature Drawing: 

Manuscript due Spring 2018  

 
Rights sold: Korean/Jigeumichaek 

 

 

http://www.thepigeonletters.com/
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MAY 2018 

 

I REALLY DIDN’T THINK THIS THROUGH 

Beth Evans 
 

 

 

Armed with her hugely popular illustrations, Beth Evans tackles a range of issues – 

from whimsical musings to deeply personal struggles – in this “anti-guide” to being 

your own person. 

 

The comics Beth Evans has made and posted online have resonated with people 

worldwide – her Instagram account @bethdrawsthings boasts almost a quarter of a 

million followers. Now, using her trademark honesty and humor alongside quirky, 

soulful, and gently funny drawings, Beth will show readers that they're not alone and 

remind them that they're ok  - even when they feel that they aren't.   

 

No longer constrained to one square image, Beth tackles issues such as depression, 

anxiety, crippling self-doubt as well as friendships and the idea of “growing up”. In the 

end, I REALLY DIDN’T THINK THIS THROUGH will gift you with stories from 

Beth’s own life accompanied with drawings and advice about getting through the tough 

times…and letting yourself enjoy the good times. 

 

 

 

 Beth Evans is an illustrator/comic artist with over 260,000 

followers – and growing – across social media platforms. 

Her comics capture the weird and hard feelings of daily 

lives. Her work has been featured in numerous media 

outlets; in addition, she is the illustrator of Breaking 

Mad by Anna Williamson. 

 

William Morrow 
224 illustrated pages 

Empire Literary  
Manuscript available October 2017 

 
Rights sold: UKANZ/Sphere; Portuguese (Brazil)/Galera; Spanish/Editora Montena; Hebrew/Sefer Lakol 
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OCTOBER 2017 

 

SPY SCHOOLS:  How The CIA, FBI, and Foreign Intelligence Secretly Exploit American’s Universities 

Daniel Golden 
 

 

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Daniel Golden exposes how academia has 

become the center of foreign and domestic espionage—and why that is troubling 

news for our nation's security. 
 

Grounded in extensive research and reporting, Spy Schools reveals how academia has 

emerged as a frontline in the global spy game. In a knowledge-based economy, 

universities are repositories of valuable information and research, where brilliant 

minds of all nationalities mingle freely with few questions asked. Intelligence 

agencies have always recruited bright undergraduates but now, in an era when 

espionage increasingly requires specialized scientific or technological expertise, 

they’re wooing higher-level academics, not just as analysts, but also for clandestine 

operations. 

 
The CIA and other intelligence agencies infiltrate almost every aspect of academic 

culture, enlisting college students and professors to moonlight as spies. Golden 

uncovers unbelievable campus activity— from the CIA placing agents undercover in 

Harvard Kennedy School classes and staging academic conferences to persuade 

Iranian nuclear scientists to defect, to a Chinese graduate student at Duke University 

stealing research for an invisibility cloak, and a tiny liberal arts college in Marietta, 

Ohio, exchanging faculty with China’s most notorious spy school—to show how 

relentlessly and ruthlessly this practice has permeated our culture, not just inside the 

US, but internationally as well. 

 

Spy Schools blows the lid off this secret culture of espionage and its consequences at 

home and abroad. 
Early Praise: 

“Daniel Golden’s closely researched account of the assault on our academic freedoms by home-grown intelligence services is 

timely and shocking." - John le Carré 

 

"[A] chilling, highly readable insight into the unscrupulous exploitation by ruthless intelligence agencies operating across the 

globe.” – Nigel West, intelligence historian and author of Spycraft Secrets 

 

"Daniel Golden brings his razor-sharp Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative skills to this woefully under-reported, yet critically-

important aspect of intelligence." – John Kiriakou, author of The Reluctant Spy: My Secret Life in the CIA's War  

 

 

Daniel Golden won a Pulitzer Prize for his Wall Street 

Journal series on admissions preferences at elite colleges, 

which became the basis for his bestselling book, The Price 

of Admission. His exposé of Countrywide’s special loans 

to lawmakers during the subprime mortgage crisis resulted 

in Senate ethics hearings at which his story was read in its 

entirety into the Congressional record. In 2011, he was 

named a finalist for the Pulitzer in Public Service for his 

Bloomberg News series. 

Henry Holt 
352 pages 

Lynn Johnston Agency 
Book available 

 
Rights sold: Japanese/Hara Shobo 

First serial: The Guardian 
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MAY 2018 

PLANET FUNNY 

Ken Jennings 
 

 

 

From the brilliantly witty and exuberant New York Times bestselling author Ken 

Jennings, a history of humor—from fart jokes on clay Sumerian tablets to Stephen 

Colbert’s satirical conservative persona to “Damn, Girl” jokes on Twitter—that tells the 

story of how comedy came to rule the modern world. 

 

For millennia of human history, the future belonged to the strong. Then there was the Industrial 

Revolution and the inventors prospered. A century later it was the business-minded, and fifty 

years ago, the scientific. Today, in a clear sign of evolution totally sliding off the rails, our 

most coveted trait is not strength or efficiency or even innovation, but being funny.  

 

Consider: elected officials need to be funny. Newspaper and magazine headlines, once boring, 

declamatory affairs, must now be “clever,” stuffed with puns and winks. Airline safety 

tutorials have been replaced by joke-filled videos with multimillion-dollar budgets and dance 

routines. 

 

In PLANET FUNNY, Ken Jennings tells the story of how we arrived in this brave new 

comedic world and what it means—or doesn’t—to be funny in it now. Tracing the evolution of 

humor from the caveman days to the bawdy middle-class antics of Chaucer to Monty Python’s 

game-changing silliness to the fast-paced meta-humor of The Simpsons, Jennings also explores 

what brought us to the crazy place where a comedian now thinks he can be president. 

 

Entertaining, astounding, and completely head-scratching, PLANET FUNNY is a full 

taxonomy of what spawned and defines the modern sense of humor. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ken Jennings grew up in Seoul, South Korea, where he 

became a daily devotee of the quiz show Jeopardy! In 

2004, he went on an unprecedented seventy-four game 

victory streak worth $2.52 million. Jennings’s 

book Brainiac, about his Jeopardy! adventures, was a 

critically acclaimed New York Times bestseller, as were 

his follow-up books Maphead and Because I Said 

So! Jennings lives outside Seattle with his family. 

Scribner 
288 pages 

Jud Laghi Agency 
Manuscript available: October 2017 

 
Rights sold for MAPHEAD: Chinese (simplified)/Sichuan People’s Publishing House; Chinese (complex)/Faces; 

Estonian/Aripaev; Korean/Geulhangari; Spanish/Ariel 

 

 

 

 

D 
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JANUARY 2018 

BUILDING ON BEDROCK: What Sam Walton, Walt Disney, and Other Great Self-Made Entrepreneurs 

Can Teach Us About Building Valuable Companies 

Derek Lidow 
 

 

 

We all dream to some extent about achieving some combination of the fortune, fame, and 

control over our lives we associate with successful entrepreneurs. Those are admirable 

aspirations in a society that counts on entrepreneurs to innovate, create new jobs, and to 

grow our economy. Our work-driven culture encourages us to take the entrepreneurial bait, 

but how can you know whether being an entrepreneur will end as a dream come true or a 

nightmare from which you cannot awake?  

 

BUILDING ON BEDROCK will help answer that question.  

 

This book will focus on when you should take the leap and whether entrepreneurship is even 

the right thing for you―as a founder, co-founder, or investor. Based upon research, but told 

through the stories of American businessman and entrepreneur Sam Walton and others, 

BUILDING ON BEDROCK discusses the who, what, when, where, how, how much, and 

why of successful entrepreneurs. Was it luck, talent, passion, charm, a rich uncle, or 

something else that was the key to this person’s success? Which might be the key to your 

success? What you learn may surprise you. 

 

Praise: 
"While hot startups get the headlines, it’s the 'bedrock' entrepreneurs like Walton or Disney who build lasting businesses. 

Lidow charts a path for entrepreneurs to create sustainable value for themselves, their communities, and the families they 

serve. This is essential understanding for all entrepreneurs and policy makers." - Brian O’Kelley, Founder and CEO of 

AppNexus and serial entrepreneur  

 

"Derek Lidow provides cogent analysis and insightful insights on the bedrock entrepreneurs that make our economy prosper. 

It is, flat out, the best book on entrepreneurship I have ever read.” - Roger Martin, integrative thinking expert and best-selling 

author of Playing to Win, The Design of Business, and Getting Beyond Better 

 

"Enough about the celebrity founder, working magic. This book tells the story and provides the tools for the other 99% of 

intrepid people launching enterprises." - Larry Gilson, Founder and Chairman of Focusing Philanthropy, and successful serial 

entrepreneur in energy, transportation, innovation, and finance 

 

"Derek Lidow is the best chronicler of entrepreneurship of our age. This book is filled with breathtaking insights on what it 

takes to succeed as any type of entrepreneur, starting with whether you’re bedrock or high-risk. Every entrepreneur, or soon-

to-be-founder, must have this book!" - Bruce Hack, Chairman of the Board, Technicolor, former CEO of Vivendi Games 

(World of Warcraft and Starcraft), and legendary angel investor 

 

 Derek Lidow is a longtime global CEO, innovator and 

entrepreneur and graduate of Princeton and Stanford 

Universities. Today, Lidow teaches Entrepreneurial 

Leadership and Creativity, Innovation and Design at 

Princeton University. He keynotes on the subject of startup 

leadership. As a media commentator, Lidow’s includes The 

New York Times, Wall Street Journal, BusinessWeek, Forbes, 

Bloomberg, The Economist, Nikkei, Reuters, and Taipei 

Times.  

 

 

Diversion Books 
288 pages 

Jud Laghi Agency 
Manuscript available: October 2017 
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OCTOBER 2017 

MENTAL: Lithium, Love, and Losing My Mind 

Jaime Lowe 

 

 

A riveting memoir and a fascinating investigation of the history, uses, and 

controversies behind lithium, an essential medication for millions of people 

struggling with bipolar disorder. 

 

 It began with an insomniac summer in Los Angeles in 1993, when Jaime Lowe was just 

16. She stopped sleeping and eating, and began to hallucinate –demonically cackling 

Muppets, faces in windows. She wrote manifestos and math equations in her diary, and 

infographics on her wall. Eventually hospitalized and diagnosed as bipolar, her 

prescribed medication was three pink pills -- lithium.     

  

In Mental, Lowe shares and investigates her story of episodic madness, as well as the 

stability she found while on lithium. She interviews scientists, psychiatrists, and patients 

to examine how effective lithium really is and how its side effects can be dangerous for 

long-term users—including Lowe, who after twenty years on the medication suffers from 

severe kidney damage. Mental is eye-opening and powerful, tackling an illness and drug 

that has touched millions of lives and yet remains shrouded in social stigma.  

 

Now, while she adjusts to a new drug, her pursuit of a stable life continues as does her 

curiosity about the history and science of the mysterious element that shaped the way she 

sees the world and allowed her decades of sanity. Lowe travels to the Bolivian salt flats 

that hold more than half of the world’s lithium reserves, rural America where lithium is 

mined for batteries, and tolithium spas that are still touted as a tonic to cure all ills. With 

unflinching honesty and humor, Lowe allows a clear-eyed view into her life, and an 

arresting inquiry into one of mankind’s oldest medical mysteries. 
Praise: 

"[Jaime Lowe's] often chaotic chronicle operates as an earnest memoir of personal triumph and an illuminating exposé of a 

type of medication that continues to be a source of great debate. A moving exploration of mental health.” - Kirkus  

 

“Jaime Lowe’s fiery, poetic prose conveys the rhythms of her mania and the loosening of connections that fuel creativity. In 

search of an understanding of lithium, she takes us on a personal journey that extends to the outer reaches of primordial 

stardust. Mental engenders the empathy that helps to erase the stigma, and the blurry line, between mentally ill and sane.”  

—Julie Holland, MD, author of Moody Bitches and Weekends at Bellevue 

 

"From the salt flats of Bolivia to a boxing gym in Brooklyn, the baths of Bad Kissingen, and the harrowing corridors of an 

adolescent psych ward, Jaime Lowe's Mental is an odyssey in every sense…With clear-eyed candor, wicked wit, and edgy 

tenderness, Lowe's story defies the streamlined trajectory of an easy recovery narrative—offering proof that the story of 

getting better is always more ragged than we imagine."  —Leslie Jamison, author of The Empathy Exams 

  

“Mental is brave, honest, disturbing—all that you would expect from a memoir of mental illness. But it gives you something 

rare and unexpected: writing that is pellucid, forceful, and often beautiful, that sometimes grabs you by the throat and 

sometimes whispers in your ear, but always moves you.” —Gary Greenberg, author of The Book of Woe 

  

“Like Mary Karr and Kay Redfield Jamison, [Lowe] has taken her own darkest experiences and turned them into art that has 

the power to heal.” —Emily Bazelon, author of Sticks and Stones 

 

 

Jaime Lowe is a freelance writer living in Brooklyn. She 

contributes regularly to The New York Times Magazine, and 

her work has appeared in New York magazine,   Esquire, 

ESPN.com, Sports Illustrated, Maxim, Gawker, The Village 

Voice, and the LA Weekly. She is the author of Digging for 

Dirt: the Life and Death of ODB, a biography of Ol' Dirty 

Bastard, a founding member of the Wu-tang Clan. 

Blue Rider Press 
288 pages 

Jud Laghi Agency 
Manuscript available 
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SEPTEMBER 2017 

REINVENTING THE WHEEL: Milk, Microbes, and the Fight For Real Cheese 

Bronwen Percival & Francis Percival 

 

 
 

Through classic narrative and intrepid reporting, this smart, engaging book sheds 

light on the surprising truths behind the dairy industry and the most popular 

cheeses available today. It is a story that takes the reader on a global journey in the 

authors' quest to find answers to the question: What is real cheese?  
 
In REINVENTING THE WHEEL, the authors lift the lid on an industry that is grappling 

with the consequences of industrialization at every stage. Over the last century cheese 

has been transformed from a simple means of preserving milk into a global industry, but 

at what cost? Local breeds and indigenous microbes have given way to monocultures and 

monoflavors. Nearly thirty percent of the dairy cows in America trace their lineage back 

to just three bulls. The chemical conglomerate DuPont makes bacterial cultures that 

flavor over a third of the world’s cheese. The quaint notion of terroir—of expressive, 

artisanal cheeses that convey a sense of place—has been trampled by the juggernaut of 

homogenous factory production. 
 
Through riveting storytelling and incisive reporting, they show how cutting-edge 

scientific discoveries can reverse this trend—and why it matters.  
Praise:  

“Here is a heroic study of cheese-making that is at once scholarly and sensory. Bronwen and Francis Percival dissect 

the relationships—micro and macro—that give shape to great flavor.” – Dan Barber, chef at Blue Hill and author of New 

York Times bestseller The Third Plate 

 

“Timely and prescient, poignant yet hopeful, and impassioned throughout.” – Max McCalman, author of The Cheese Plate 

 

 “Stunningly rich and detailed, funny, fascinating, political but not for a moment dull or overwhelming. Essential reading for 

anyone who enjoys cheese, but has perhaps never considered its value, its meaning or its potential." – James Hoffman, author 

of The World Atlas of Coffee 

 

“This beautifully written and inspiring book is calling for nothing short of a revolution of U.K. cheese making and culture.”  

          - Patrick Holden, the Chief Executive of the Sustainable Food Trust 

 

"Comprehensive and authoritative, a fascinating bulletin from the microbiological front line" – Andrew Jefford, author of Peat 

Smoke and Spirit 

 

“A much needed book which should be required reading for everybody.” – Ursula Heinzelmann 

 

 

Bronwen Percival is the cheese buyer for Neal’s Yard 

Dairy in London and works to mobilize collaboration 

between the world’s cheesemakers and the scientific 

community.  Most recently, she has spoken at the New 

York Times Food For Tomorrow conference and has 

lectured at the Slow Cheese Festival in Italy. Francis 

Percival is a food editor and columnist for The World of 

Fine Wine. His writing has appeared in the Financial 

Times, Saveur, and Gourmet. Together, they co-founded 

and host the popular London Gastronomy Seminars. 

University of California Press 

288 pages 
Katherine Cowles Agency 

Book available 

 

Rights sold: UKANZ/Bloomsbury; Russian/Atticus-Azbooka 
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NOVEMBER 2017 

 

ON POWER: My Journey Through The Corridors of Power and How You Can Get More Power 

Gene Simmons 

 

 

Gene Simmons, multi-hyphenate entrepreneur, master of self-invention, and co-

founder of one of the most iconic rock groups of all time, shares his philosophy on 

power—how to attain it, how to keep it, and how to harness it as a driving force in 

business and in life. 
 
YOU DESERVE TO HAVE POWER 

IT IS YOURS FOR THE TAKING 

GENE SIMMONS IS HERE TO UNLOCK THE DOORS TO THE TEMPLE 

 

As co-founder of KISS, America's #1 gold record-award-winning group of all time, 

Simmons knows the thrill and seduction of power firsthand. But gold records alone don’t 

equal power. The decisions you make once you attain a certain level of success are what 
separate the pretenders from the pantheon. 

Inspired by Niccolo Machiavelli’s The Prince, Simmons offers his unique take on the 

dynamics of power in every realm of life, from the bedroom to the boardroom, to the 

world of rock, celebrity, and social media, to politics. With one-of-a-kind anecdotes from 

his life and career, as well as stories from historical and contemporary masters of power, 

including Winston Churchill, Napoleon Bonaparte, Warren Buffett, Michael Jordon, 

Oprah, and Elon Musk, Simmons crafts a persuasive and provocative theory on how the 

pursuit of power drives civilization and defines our lives. 

The rules of power are changing in today’s fast-paced, hyper-connected world in a way 

that Machiavelli never could have imagined, and we all need to learn to adapt. Simmons 

tells readers: Ignore the negatives. Be unrelenting. Rise above the rest. You are the 

architect of your success. 

Praise for ME, INC: 

“You literally can turn to any page, pick a random sentence and likely find potent words of wisdom.” — Wall Street Journal 

 

“Underneath Kiss bassist Gene Simmons’s makeup is a shrewd businessman. In this advice book, he doles out tips for 

entrepreneurs and anyone who wants to get ahead.” — Parade 

 

“Brutally honest business advice . . . Simmons . . . distills 40 years of leading the global-phenomenon rock band, which has 

franchised into a billion pieces of merchandise, including everything from comic books to a coffee shop.” — New York Post 

 

 

KISS co-founder Gene Simmons is an entrepreneur and 

one of the world’s most recognized personalities. A multi-

platinum recording artist, he is the New York 

Times bestselling author of Me, Inc,. Nothing to 

Lose, and Kiss & Make Up, and has appeared in television 

and film. 

Dey Street Books 
160 pages 

Jud Laghi Agency 
Manuscript available 

 
Rights sold: Polish/Beverly Matous 

 

Rights sold to ME, INC: German/Koch International; Japanese/Nikkei Business; Polish/Beverly Matous; Portuguese 

(Brazil)/Rocco 
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October 2017 

WORN IN NEW YORK: 68 Sartorial Memoirs of the City 

Emily Spivack 
 

 

A cultural history of New York City, told through clothing, and focused on memories 

of loving or loathing, living in or leaving New York 
 

The boots a passenger had on when his plane landed on the Hudson River. 

The tank top Andy Warhol’s assistant wore to one of their nightclub outings together. 
The jacket a taxi driver put on to feel safe as he worked the night shift. 

These and over sixty other clothing-inspired narratives make up Worn in New York, the 
latest volume from New York Times bestselling author Emily Spivack.  

Every item of clothing we wear has a story behind it, and everyone has a memory connected 

to at least one piece of clothing. That’s especially true in New York City. Whether we’ve 

lived here our whole lives or visited for one day, the moment we walk out the door onto the 

streets of New York, our experiences get mapped onto or absorbed into our clothing. Our 

jeans get splashed with muck from a passing bus. We sweat through a t-shirt on a stifling 

subway platform. We ride an elevator to a job interview in a stiff suit.   
 
In these first-person accounts, contributors in and out of the public eye share surprising, 

personal, wild, poignant, and funny stories behind a piece of clothing that reminds them of a 

significant moment of their New York lives. Worn in New York offers a contemporary 

cultural history of the city—its changing identity, temper, and tone, and its irrepressible 
vitality—by paying tribute to these well-loved clothes and the people who wore them. 

 

  

 

Emily Spivack is an artist, writer, and editor. She writes a 

recurring column for T: The New York Times Style 

Magazine and her work has been featured in The New York 

Times, The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post, New 

York Magazine, Vogue, and Harpers Bazaar. She is the 

creator of the Smithsonian’s fashion blog and is currently at 

work on a series for NPR. She lives in Brooklyn, New York 

and is the author of the New York Times bestseller Worn 

Stories (2014). 
Holly  

 
Abrams Image 

224 pages, illustrated 
Laghi Agency 
PDF available  

  

 

Rights sold to WORN STORIES: Korean/Hans Media 
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APRIL 2018 

EVERYTHING IS HORRIBLE AND WONDERFUL:  

A Tragicomic Memoir of Genius, Heroin, Love, And Loss 

Foreword by Aziz Ansari 

Stephanie Wittels Wachs 
 

 

On February 19, 2015, Stephanie Wittels Wachs got a life-changing phone call. Her little 

brother, Harris Wittels—a star in the comedy world known for his work as a writer and 

producer on shows like Parks and Recreation and The Sarah Silverman Program, and 

praised by the likes of Louis CK, Jimmy Kimmel, Patton Oswalt and Marc Maron for his 

own standup routines—had died of a heroin overdose. The celebrity gossip website TMZ 

leaked the story before Stephanie could even share the news with her mother. 

Entertainment Weekly published the autopsy results before Harris’s family was notified 

that the reported had been completed. Thousands of people flocked to online comment 

threads to call Harris an idiot and to declare that he deserved it. Suddenly, Stephanie 

found herself at the cruel and bewildering nexus of Facebook, celebrity, and grief. 

 

In beautiful, unsentimental, and surprisingly funny prose, she alternates between Harris’s 

struggle with addiction, which she learned about three days before her wedding, and the 

first year after his death, in all its emotional devastation. With unsparing honesty, she 

grapples with this loss from every angle: eulogizing him, packing up and selling his home, 

closing his bank accounts, attending the Emmy’s, where he was honored in the "In 

Memoriam" presentation, surviving the holidays, and ultimately navigating her way to a 

new normal—all while learning how to be a strong mother to her daughter, born thirteen 

months before Harris’s death. 

 

With EVERYTHING IS HORRIBLE AND WONDERFUL, Stephanie offers a 

heartbreaking journey of loss, as well as a compelling portrait of a comedic genius and a 

profound meditation on the love between siblings. 
 

Early Praise: 
"So beautiful, funny and epically poignant." – Sarah Silverman 

 

  

 

Stephanie Wittels Wach holds a B.F.A in Drama from New 

York University's Tisch School of the Arts and an M.A. in 

Theatre from the University of Houston School of Theatre and 

Dance. Her writing has been featured on Vox, Longform, 

Longreads, Huffington Post, Fatherly, Mamamia, Babble, and 

Medium. Before co-founding the Rec Room, a performance 

space in downtown Houston, she was the head of the acting 

program at Houston’s esteemed High School for the 

Performing and Visual Arts. A well-known voice-over actress 

for ADV and Seraphim Films, Stephanie is also the co-host of 

“Hands Off Parents,” a weekly parenting podcast. 

Holly  

Sourcebooks 

272 pages 

Chalberg & Sussman 

Manuscript available  
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OTHER BOOKS OF INTEREST 

 
FICTION 

ENCHANTED ISLANDS by Alison Amend      Nan A Talese May 2016 

 

"Enchanted Islands is a many faceted jewel. It's a spy thriller, a survivalist memoir and a portrait of a 

marriage. It's a story of female friendships … A great summer read, a fabulous story for all seasons, 

Enchanted Islands will carry you away." - Chicago Tribune  
Inspired by the midcentury memoirs of Frances Conway, Enchanted Islands is the dazzling story of an 

independent woman whose path takes her far from her native Minnesota when she and her husband, an 

undercover intelligence officer, are sent to the Galápagos Islands at the brink of World War II. Drawing 

on the rich history of the early twentieth century and set against a large, colorful canvas, Enchanted 

Islands  boldly examines the complexity of female friendship, the universal pursuit of a place to call 

home, and the reverberations of secrets we keep from others and from ourselves.  
 

THE UGLY by Alexander Boldizar      Brooklyn Arts Press May 2016 

 

“The Ugly is a globe-trotting tour de force that examines the complex relationship between words and 

actions." --Foreword Reviews (5 stars, editor's choice) 

"Even those with only a passing familiarity will nevertheless appreciate his muscular critique of 

conflicts both intellectual and physical. A surprising treat." --Publishers Weekly 

"Consistently hilarious." -Kirkus Reviews (featured review) 

Muzhduk the Ugli the Fourth is a 300-pound boulder-throwing mountain man from Siberia whose tribal 

homeland is stolen by an American lawyer out to build a butterfly conservatory for wealthy tourists. In 

order to restore his people’s land and honor, Muzhduk must travel to Harvard Law School to learn how 

to throw words instead of boulders. His anarchic adventures span continents, from Siberia to Cambridge 

to Africa, as he fights fellow students, Tuareg rebels, professors of law, dark magic, bureaucrats, 

heatstroke, postmodernists, and eventually time and space. A wild existential comedic romp, The Ugly 

tells the tale of a flawed and unlikely hero struggling against the machine that shapes the people who 

govern our world.. Rights sold: Czech/Jota 

 

GRACE by Natashia Deón         Counterpoint June 2016 

 

*Named one of The New York Times Best Books of 2016* 
“With her debut novel, Grace, Natashia Deón has announced herself beautifully and distinctively. Her 

emotional range spans several octaves. She writes with her nerves, generating terrific suspense…Ms. Deón 

is not merely another new author to watch. She has delivered something whole, and to be reckoned with, 

right now.”—New York Times 

Deftly weaving together the stories of Naomi, a runaway slave who was recently murdered—who narrates 

the entire novel unable to leave her daughter alone in the land of the living—and Naomi, her bi-racial 

daughter, Grace is a sweeping, intergenerational saga featuring a group of outcast women during one of the 

most compelling eras in American history. It is a universal story of freedom, love, and motherhood, told in 

a dazzling and original voice set against a rich and transporting historical backdrop. 

 

AMERICAN HOUSEWIFE by Helen Ellis      Doubleday   January 2016 

 

"Surreal tales of American weirdness, with details that ring all too true.” – Margaret Atwood 
“Uproariously, sharply, and darkly damn funny.” – Marie Claire  
They smoke their eyes and paint their lips. They drown their sorrows with Chanel No. 5. They start email 

wars with their neighbors. They host bookclubs where chardonnay rules over Charles Dickens. They 

channel Beyoncé while wearing Dior. And they will stab you in the back as soon as look at you. These 

women know the rules of a well-lived life: replace your tights every winter, listen to erotic audio books 

while you scrub the bathroom floor, serve what you want to eat at your dinner parties, and accept it: you’re 

too old to have more than one drink and sleep through the night. Vicious, fresh and darkly hilarious, 

American Housewife is a collection of stories for anyone who has ever wondered what really goes on 

behind the botoxed façades of the housewives of America. Rights sold: UKANZ/Scribner; 

Czech/Dobrovsky; French/La Martiniere; Italian/La Nave di Teseo 
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OVER THE PLAIN HOUSES by Julia Franks      Hub City Press May 2016 

 

A NPR Book of the Year * Chicago Review of Books Best Fiction of the Year 

Atlanta Journal Constitution 10 Best Southern Books of 2016 * Indie Next Book  

Winner of the 2017 Southern Book Prize * 

“A spellbinding story of witchcraft and disobedience.” - NPR 
It's 1939, and the federal government has sent Virginia Furman into the North Carolina mountains to 

instruct families how to modernize their homes and farms. There she meets farm wife Irene Lambey, who 

is immediately drawn to Virginia’s self-possession. Already, cracks are emerging in Irenie's fragile 

marriage to Brodis, an ex-logger turned fundamentalist preacher: she has taken to night ramblings 

through the woods to escape her husband's bed, storing strange keepsakes in a mountain crevice. This 

spellbinding debut by Julia Franks is the story of a woman intrigued by the possibility of change and 

escape, stalked by a Bible-haunted man who fears his government and stakes his integrity upon an older 

way of life. 

 

WE LOVE YOU CHARLIE FREEMAN by Kaitlyn Greenidge   Algonquin Books March 2016 

 

*Named one of The New York Times Best Books of 2016* 
 “A terrifically auspicious debut.” —Janet Maslin, The New York Times 

“A magnificently textured, vital, visceral feat of storytelling . . . [by] a sharp, poignant, extraordinary new 

voice of American literature.” —Téa Obreht, author of The Tiger’s Wife 
The Freeman family have been invited to participate in a research experiment. They will live in an 

apartment with Charlie, a young chimp abandoned by his mother, and welcome him into their family. But 

when Charlotte discovers the truth about the institute’s history of questionable studies, the secrets of the 

past invade the present in devious ways. What appears to be a story of mothers and daughters, of sisterhood 

put to the test, of adolescent love and grown-up misconduct, becomes a provocative and compelling 

exploration of America’s failure to find a language to talk about race. 

 

RADIO GIRLS by Sarah-Jane Stratford         NAL 2016 

 

The Globe & Mail and National Post bestseller! 
"If the early days of the BBC sound like a recipe for hitting the snooze button, think again. Sarah-Jane 

Stratford's cracker- jack historical novel Radio Girls smartly tunes in to the beginnings of 

Britain's broadcasting behemoth....Radio Girls is a hit." – USA Today  

London, 1926. American-raised Maisie Musgrave is thrilled to land a job as a secretary at the upstart 

British Broadcasting Corporation, whose use of radio—still new, strange, and electrifying—is captivating 

the nation. But when she unearths a shocking conspiracy, she and her boss join forces to make their voices 

heard both on and off the air…and then face the dangerous consequences of telling the truth for a living..  

Rights sold: UK/Allison & Busby; German/btb 

 

THE BOOKSELLER by Cynthia Swanson       HarperCollins 2015 

 

A provocative and hauntingly powerful debut novel reminiscent of Sliding Doors, The Bookseller follows a 

woman in the 1960s who must reconcile her reality with the tantalizing alternate world of her dreams. Film 

rights optioned to Julia Roberts (attached to star and produce) 
Rights sold: UK/Two Roads; Arabic/ASP; Bulgarian/ERA Media; Catalan/La Campana; Chinese 

(simplified)/BHWT; Chinese (complex)/Crown; Czech/Dobrovsky; French/Mosaic; German/Diana 

Verlag; Hebrew/Ahavot; Hungarian/Gabo Kiado; Italian/Garzanti; Polish/Wydawnictwo Kobiece; 

Portuguese (Portugal)/Bertrand; Russian/AST; Turkish/Marti Yayinlari 
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YOUNG ADULT / MIDDLE GRADE / CHILDREN’S 

 

THE HIDDEN MEMORY OF OBJECTS by Danielle Mages Amato   Balzer + Bray 2017 

 

“Unforgettable and impossible to put down—this novel is heart-pounding suspense at its best. A stunning 

debut.”   – Kami Garcia, #1 New York Times bestselling coauthor of Beautiful Creatures and author 

of The Lovely Reckless 

Determined to figure out what happened in the months before her brother Tyler’s mysterious death, 

Megan Brown turns to the things he left behind. After all, she understands the stories objects can tell: she 

can see memories attached to some of Tyler’s belongings and those memories reveal a brother she never 

knew. Enlisting the help of an artifact detective who shares her ability and specializes in murderabilia—

objects tainted by violence or the deaths of their owners. Along with a trusted classmate and her 

brother's charming friend, she chases down the troubling truth about Tyler across Washington, DC, while 

reclaiming her own stifled identity with a vengeance. Rights sold: Turkish/ Pegasus Yayincilik 

 

CHARLIE THE RANCH DOG by Ree Drummond     HarperChildrens 2011 

 

Charlie's a ranch dog. Breakfast is his life, especially when bacon is involved. Charlie has dangly ears, 

floppy skin, and big fat paws. And he loves living in the country. That's because he works like a 

dog...fixing fences, gardening, and helping his family out on the range. Yep, it's all work, all the time for 

Charlie the ranch dog. In fact, he's probably working right now...Zzzzzzz....A ranch dog's work is never 

done! Come along as Ree Drummond, The Pioneer Woman, introduces us to her beloved short-legged 

pioneer dog named Charlie. Rights sold: French (Canada)/Scholastic Canada; Spanish/Scholastic 
 

 

LITTLE REE by Ree Drummond        HarperCollins 2017 

 

New York Times bestselling author, Food Network star, and The Pioneer Woman herself, Ree 

Drummond brings us the first book in a brand-new picture book series. Little Ree trades in her city days 

for a country way of life when she moves with her family to her grandparents’ ranch. She’s excited to 

ride horses, swim in the pond, and help Grandma cook for everyone. But on her first day, she finds that 

living on a ranch can be tough. She has to get up at the crack of dawn, learn to herd cows, and make 

sure her horse, Pepper, doesn’t eat everything in sight. And that’s all before breakfast! Will she ever get 

used to this new place? Luckily, the end of the day brings a big family barbecue...and the happy 

discovery that being a country girl isn’t about the right pair of boots, it’s all about the right attitude. 

With warmth, humor, and stories inspired by life on the ranch, Ree Drummond’s new picture book 

introduces us to a spunky new picture book star and treats us to a special pancake recipe at the end! 
 

 

MONUMENT 14 by Emmy Laybourne       Feiwel & Friends 2012 

 

In Emmy Laybourne's action-packed debut novel, six high school kids (some popular, some not), two 

eighth graders (one a tech genius), and six little kids trapped together in a chain superstore build a refuge 

for themselves inside. While outside, a series of escalating disasters, beginning with a monster hailstorm 

and ending with a chemical weapons spill, seems to be tearing the world―as they know it―apart.  Over 

250,000 copies sold worldwide and an international bestseller.  
Rights sold: UKANZ/Hodder; Czech/Baronet; French/Hachette Jeunesse; German/Heyne Fleigt; 

Italian/Newton Compton; Polish/Rebis; Russian/AST; Spanish/Hidra; Thai/Words Wonder; 

Turkish/Pegasus 
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NONFICTION 

 

THE SOUP CLEANSE: A Revolutionary Detox of Nourishing Soups and Healing Broths 

 by Angela Blatteis & Vivienne Vella        Grand Central 2016 

 

The ideal alternative to juicing, The Soup Cleanse offers all the natural benefits of whole fruit and 

vegetables, but with more fiber and less sugar, making it a healthier, gentler and more sustainable way of 

eating. With 50 delicious recipes and easy-to-follow detox programmes, you'll learn how to nourish and 

purify your body while flooding it with essential nutrients, as you sip your way through high-fibre soups 

packed full of regenerative wholefood ingredients. Get ready to rejuvenate, revitalise and reclaim your 

health - one sip at a time! Souping is the new juicing! Rights sold: UK/Quercus; Czech/Jota; 

Danish/People’s Press; German/Graefe & Unser; Portuguese (Portugal)/Objetiva; Spanish/Zenith 

Planeta 
 

 

DAILY RITUALS by Mason Currey         Knopf 2013 

 

A compilation of 161 inspired—and inspiring—minds, among them, novelists, poets, playwrights, 

painters, philosophers, scientists, and mathematicians, who describe how they subtly maneuver the many 

(self-inflicted) obstacles and (self-imposed) daily rituals to get done the work they love to do, whether by 

waking early or staying up late; whether by self-medicating with doughnuts or bathing, drinking vast 

quantities of coffee, or taking long daily walks.  Over 250,000 copies in print worldwide. 
Rights sold: UK/Picador; Chinese (simplified)/Shanghai Literature & Art; Chinese 

(complex)/Linking; Czech/Orsini; Dutch/Maven; French (France)/Autrement; French 

(Canada)/Saint-Jean Editeur; German/Kein & Aber; Greek/Key Books; Japanese/Filmart Sha; 

Korean/KPI; Polish/GW Foksal; Portuguese (Brazil)/Elsevier; Russian/Alpina; Spanish/Turner 

Libros; Thai/A Book; Turkish/Kolektif 
 

UNSUBSCRIBE: How To Kill Email Anxiety, Avoid Distractions, and Get Real Work Done by Jocelyn Glei

             Public Affairs 2016 

 

A modern, no-nonsense guide to getting rid of email anxiety, reclaiming your productivity, and spending 

more time on the work that matters. Email is killing our productivity. What was once a powerful and 

essential tool for doing our daily work has become a near-constant source of frustration, anxiety, and 

distraction. With illustrations, activities, and checklists, Unsubscribe makes learning how to become a zen 

master of email simple and—dare we say—fun. Rights sold: UK/Piatkus; Russian/Atticus-Azbooka 

 

 

MIRACLES WE HAVE SEEN          HCI 2016 

America’s Leading Physicians Share Stories They Can’t Forget by Harley Rotbart 

 

“Will stay with you long after you put the book down. You will be moved to tears.” – Jack Canfield 

This is a book of miracles―medical events witnessed by leading physicians for which there is no 

reasonable medical explanation, or, if there is, the explanation itself is extraordinary. These dramatic 

first-person essays detail spectacular serendipities, impossible cures, breathtaking resuscitations, 

extraordinary awakenings, and recovery from unimaginable disasters. Still other essays give voice to 

cases in which the physical aspects were less dramatic than the emotional aspects, yet miraculous and 

transformational for everyone involved. Positive impacts left in the wake of even the gravest of 

tragedies, profound triumphs of heart and spirit.  It reminds us that what we don't know or don't 

understand isn't necessarily cause for fear, and can even be reason for hope. 
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BEAUTIFUL MONEY:  The 4-Week Total Makeover by Leanne Jacobs   Tarcher 2017 

 

This revolutionary four-week financial/wealth plan shows you how to transform your relationship 

with money from the inside out by exploring your financial behaviors and beliefs. The Beautiful 

Money program is based on the simple but powerful premise that in order to achieve true wealth, you 

must connect and align your inner self with clear and specific external actions. Based on Leanne 

Jacobs’ popular Beautiful Money course, this book shows you how to customize your daily schedule 

and work life so that each and every day produces emotional and financial dividends. Taking on a 

holistic approach to increasing net worth. Rights sold: French & French Canadian/Sogides; 

Japanese/Discover 21; Korean/Axia 

 

A DIFFERENT KIND OF DAUGHTER:         Twelve 2016 

The Girl Who Hid From The Taliban In Plain Sight by Maria Toorpakai Wazir with Katharine Holstein 

 

"Armed with a squash racket and enormous will, Maria Toorpakai has risen from the turmoil of tribal 

life in Pakistan to become not only a world class athlete, but a true inspiration, a pioneer for millions of 

other women struggling to pave their own paths to autonomy, fulfillment, and genuine personhood.”  

—Khaled Hosseini, #1 New York Times bestselling author  

The story of Maria Toorpakai Wazir, a world-ranked Pakistani squash player who hid her gender from 

the Taliban and lived as a boy to walk among her persecutors—fooling them before facing them head on, 

and then playing to win. Heart-stopping and profoundly moving, Maria shares the story of her long road 

and eventual triumph, pursuing the sport she loved, defying death threats and following her dream. 

Rights sold: UKANZ/Bluebird; Canadian/Viking; German/ Heyne; Italian/Rizzoli; Polish/SQN; 

Portuguese (Portugal)/Porto; Spanish/Penguin Random House 
 

DIET RIGHT FOR YOUR PERSONALITY TYPE: The Revolutionary 4-Week Weight Loss Plan That 

Works For You by Jen Widerstrom                Harmony 2017 

 

Health and fitness expert Jennifer Widerstrom has learned one important thing through her work with 

contestants on television’s The Biggest Loser and her clients who have collectively lost thousands of 

pounds: when it comes to dieting, one size does not fit all. Now, in her first book, Widerstrom has 

developed a revolutionary plan for maximizing weight loss and keeping it off once and for all by eating 

right for your specific personality type: the Everyday Hero (who always puts themselves last), the 

Rebel (who is impulsive and noncommittal), the Organized Doer (the type-A personality who craves 

routine and rules), the Swinger (the adventurous type who follows the trendiest fads), or the Never 

Ever (who believes if the pants don't fit, buy bigger pants). Once they've identified their type, readers 

will be guided through a four-week diet and fitness plan that caters to their own individual strengths 

and weaknesses. With motivational advice, meal plans, recipes, exercise plans, and more, readers will 

finally learn how to effectively lose weight and maintain a lasting healthy lifestyle 
 Rights sold: Chinese (complex)/Sun Color; Czech/Dobrovsky 

 

 


